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Tips for wielding your ‘stache for the greater good (the kids, that is)!
1. How to Hit Up Your Friends/Loved Ones/Co-Workers 
2. About Tax Deductions  

3. Email Template for Kicking off Growing Season

4. Using Facebook to maximize your exposure
1. How to Hit Up Your Friends/Loved Ones/Co-Workers 

You’ll find that the Mustache is a natural conversation starter, which means you’ll have many opportunities to hone your fundraising pitch. Most Growers send out an initial email letting people know why they’re forsaking conventional grooming for four weeks.  They typically follow this by weekly emails, including pictures of their Mustache progress.  We also encourage you to wear an “Ask me about my Mustache” pin; you can talk to your chapters organizers about getting these pins.
Mustaches for Kids Baltimore purposefully plans its Growing Season to coincide with the Holiday Season, when people are in generous moods and there are plenty of holiday parties to attend and show of your mustache.  What better place to raise money than at the Thanksgiving dinner table?  Try this out: “Can you please pass the stuffing, and a generous donation for my sweet ‘stache?”
2. About Tax Deductions  

At this time, Mustaches for Kids Baltimore is not a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. As such, all credit card donations and checks should be made through your unique link at www.DonorsChoose.org.  Donations at DonorsChoose.org are 100% tax-deductible.  DonorsChoose.org will provide a receipt for tax-deduction purposes when a donation is made online. Cash donations are not tax deductible.  

3. Email Template for Kicking off Growing Season 

See below for one example of an email for you to send to kick off your Growing Season.  Feel free to add any personal touches.  The key message is that you’re growing a Mustache for low-income classroom projects and that your friends/loved ones/co-workers need to go to your unique link to fund a project: 

Subject: The 'Staches Are Coming! The 'Staches Are Coming! 

Friends: 

It is with mixed emotions that I send you this e-mail.  That’s right, from [*INSERT GROWING SEASON DATES*] I will be subjecting myself to “public humiliation and private doubt” by growing what will no-doubt be a ridiculous looking Mustache. 
In order to justify this endeavor I need your support.  I am asking you to “sponsor” my Mustache by making a contribution to one of the classroom projects I’ve chosen on Donorschoose.org.  You can participate in a Mustache plan, like donating $1 per day of my Mustache growth ($30 in total).  Because this is for the kids, any donation size, bigger than $30 or smaller, is welcome.  This donation will go directly to local low-income classroom projects.  I also encourage you to pass this note on to other Mustache Enthusiasts.  You can visit my Giving Page [*INSERT UNIQUE LINK*] to make a donation. And you get to choose exactly where your money goes!
Mustaches for Kids depends on word-of-'stache publicity, so please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in doing good and having fun. Also, I’ll note that there are still Grower slots available for those of you who are willing to “let it grow” and help public school classrooms. 

Help me spread the power of the ‘stache,
[NAME] 

Ps.  To learn more you can visit www.m4kbaltimore.org or www.donorschoose.org.  

4. Using Facebook to maximize your exposure
Some tips for leveraging Facebook to publicize your ‘stache:

1)  Change your status message regularly

Example: Baltimore ‘staches have raised almost $1,000.  Will you help me raise $64 for one microscope in a Baltimore classroom for special needs students?

Suggestions:  Stache status bombardment is not optimal; change it once a week or so but ensure you strongly ask for folks to donate and provide link to your donation page.  If the link is too long, you can get a short URL by using this free tool: http://www.tiny.cc/

2)  Change your profile picture to the Mustaches for Kids logo (or your weekly update)

This is easy and all your friends will get an update when you change your profile picture, so try to do this once a week - but don't do it on the same day you change your status for m4k.

3)   Ask your friends to change their status message to support you

You can do this per friend or in a bulk request via email – or directly from your status message.  We suggest you ask all of your friends to change their status for the cause during the same 48 hour period - it gives a sense of stachidarity and has more visibility.
Example: I’m a supporter of Musataches for Kids and of [Grower name]’s stache!  Help us help kids in need -  Please donate here! [link]
Video messaging via Facebook
Facebook has an amazing, free feature for folks that have video-recording capability with their computer.  Have a Mac that you bought in the last few years?  Have a webcam attached to your PC?  You're golden.  

Via Facebook you can email 20 of your friends at a time with text, and now video.  Many folks don't read email - but everyone will open a video - especially if it is witty and made to seem it is directly for them.  In the spirit of philanthropy, harness it for good.

5 easy steps for creating a Facebook video
1. Go to your friends tab in Facebook and create lists of 20 friends (the current limit for email lists within Facebook) - try to group folks so you can make direct appeals to them.  i.e. a list of friends from college and you can address them directly in the video: "Drunkards, I implore you to do right for the kids..!"

2. Go to your inbox tab and click 'compose new message'.
3. In the 'to' line, add your list of 20 friends by entering the list name.
4. Have a great subject line:  "My Mustache and I saved a burning orphanage – see the video!" will get people's attention and get them to open it, for sure.

5. Record a video that is under 90 seconds - even people that love you may not allocate 90 seconds while surfing the web in their cubicle - so make the most of it.
Top Tips for your video ask

1. Be as direct and personal as possible.  Say people's names or “my college friends”, for example.  And embrace your funny-bone!  Ask for a specific amount - people will give what they can, but if you give them an amount they can reach then they will.  Asking people to find $1 per day of growing ($30) is a typically easy “ask”.

2. Briefly say what you're doing and highlight how money goes directly to teachers working in low-income schools that need their help NOW (talk about your projects that will resonate with your friends).  And mention that they can pick which project to donate to!
3. If friends they know have donated, mention them and thank them in your video - say how warm and fuzzy they feel now cause they supported the kids.

4.  Ask them to change their Facebook status to support you and your ‘stache.  Tell them it will take 30 seconds and it will really help (echo this if they cannot donate money, they can still support the kids!)

And if you have the time to make a longer video and upload it on YouTube, go for it!  A quick search for “Mustaches for Kids” on YouTube returns over 600 hits!  Watch a few and get some ideas!
